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Advances in the Preparation of Ultra-High Molecular Weight Polyethylene
Using Early Transition Metal Catalysts

Gu Xin, Liu Shaofeng "
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Liu Yongxin,

and Engineering, Qingdao University of Science and Technology, Qingdao, 266042)

Abstract  Ultra-high molecular weight polyethylene (UHMWPE) is an important high-performance polyolefin
material with low density, non-toxicity, high impact resistance, excellent wear resistance, and good biocompatibility,
and is therefore widely used in aerospace, national defense, and biomedical fields. However, the synthesis of
UHMWPE presents considerable challenges, as it requires catalytic systems that not only possess high activity but
also effectively suppress side reactions such as chain transfer and B-H elimination, thereby facilitating continuous
chain growth and high molecular weight formation. In recent years, significant progress has been achieved in the
preparation of UHMWPE using early transition metal catalysts. This review summarizes the advances over the past
decade in the development of early transition metal catalysts for UHMWPE synthesis, emphasizing the influence of
ligand steric and electronic effects as well as multinuclear cooperativity.
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il , 10 25 [A) 57 BELZNAY S0b AL 2965/ 12 Js FL 3R iif
P F iR 3.3x10% - mol ' EE T A Ak e k-
MeFCAR B AR 51 i fk C IR 3R R, Wi BH
BRE) Pr I}, BEMSAA R I 55 55 78, L 7= 9
Sy TR, 4 UHMWPE 43 74 8 1. 1x10°
~1.4x10° g-mol "™ | BT IR EC AR 1 4% AN 4R
HEALF) 52 7E[ Ph,C ] [ B(CF,), J/EH T &R ik
PIASTEPERR T LI 45 20 T4 1. 4x10° ~ 4. 6x10°
g-mol ™' WYX UHMWPE , 3 HA# 1k £ 4%/ 1-3¢ 4
LRI, P81 122 0 09k B2 AT LAY UHMWPE
XU B e AE MAO BIEALFIZEAE R, 22T
MR 32 RURZ AR S T R B I AR R syn-Ti, (53) 1Y
TP 91 02 anti-Ti, (54) FMIEAZ Ti 1Y 8.0 {5 F
18. 6 1%, 77 oy 5 3 S0 anti-Ti, MR Ti 1Y
2.3 %M 2.0 f%(X(16) ), 53 7E0. IMPa ik
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ez A (930

2026 4F 5 89 % o 7 1] - 835 -

LR LI 5 4 F 85 1 1x 10%g - mol ™' Y
UHMWPE! |
2.1.3 JEF[ONN] . [NNN].[CNN]AI[SNN]=

N jelen T "
tBu | T, CI T| C| 52 A AL )
THF F o ZEUIIRGE T Y BE -7 I =15 LA AL R
. 55 56((17) ), fii FH MAO N BhfiE 4k 71, fitfk 2
(16) e v JF 1 46 19 UHMWPE 4> - & 0.4 10° ~
CI\ / 3.4x10° g-mol ™" ; LA —H FL LA (DMAC) Ay B
AL 3R A T5 R He MAO Sy B4 Ak 57 B v —
CI o . .
gl ) CI AMRGL, HEALH 56 (05 4R HE B 58 T 5.
u —
e K Wu & R T — & 51K X FR K R R
[NNN] iﬁ@ﬂﬁilﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁé%*ﬂ 57(fi( 17)) . &
o\\ /O/@ EtO ” N\V/N /Ezlg;/'\l;@\
N C|/| c a’
Etoc\/)/ A @Ek\ NV\Q Rz Re
NHz a Ry =Me, Ry = aRi- Me Re =
(5 bR -, H o e o s :
Ry =Pr, R -
% Z R11 c:wrf Ro = Me 2 21 ';eRF:Z the
f: Ry = CHPhy, Ry = NO, (17)
= Ri RiR, m
O N R e Q[Q_ \N\,\?‘I’N‘ L ek I
—N :T'/ SN 37VC
erie R0 o~ - R oo )R o J@
59 60 R o1 R a:Ry ='Pr RszH Rs='Pr
aM=7r,R=Me a: Ry ='Pr, R, ='Bu, Ry = 'Bu aM=Ti, Ry =R, =H b: Ry = Me, Ry = H. Ry = Pr
b: M =Zr, R = 2-Pr-Ph b: Ry = Me, R, = Bu,R; = ‘Bu M R ¢ Ry=Cl Ry H, Ry = Pr
¢: M = Hf, R = 2/Pr-Ph c Ry _H Ry _'?u Rs _'?U d:M=2r Ry =F.Ry = H d: Ry = PhyCH, Ry = 'Prr, Ry = 'Pr
d:R;=Cl, R, ='Bu, Rs ='Bu eM=Hf Ry =R, =H e:Ry='Pr,Rp=H, Ry = 'Bu
VL E RN AR XS F= ) 43 7 B B AL 60d Il 61a, 61b E A Ak £ 05/ 1-2F Jis e R i AT o]

#| 57¢ 1F 40C F L 2B 4, iriS UHMWPE
AFEN 1. 7x10°%-mol ',

2019 @, Huang %[45] WIE T — & 5 ik -
JHe[ NNN ] =15 Be o i s i fk 0 58 (X (17)) . LA
i-Bu, AL B AL, 4 AL 57 58¢ 1 #E 30°C T i#Efk
45 TR N 1. 8x10°g-mol ' i UHMWPE,,

A BARE T [ CNN] . [ ONN] [ SNN] =14
AT AL B BR B S RN % AR ) 59 ~ 62 (X
(17)) o H&F msobk-Ji [ CNN ] = 1 B 44 1) 85 AN 4
AL 59 FPIERE N 0 o S8k B A Ut 3
AR ST 3R 06 T R R 20 B 4 T oA i Y
M), 348 0 A5z BB A R F A il s 55 B | BB A% il
&4 Fim 1.0x10° ~ 1.3 x 10° g - mol™" AY
UHMWPE"™ | 57K 4% B WV Jiz-Jie [ ONN | =14
BCARIER B FneR bR 60~ 62 125 IEﬂuﬁﬂxﬁU“
XFER AW 53 18 W S M A IR B A4 25 4 T LA
P UHMWPE (44> F &' 7% {4k 7] 60a ~

o/ R UHMWPE, 2> 80 1.3x10°
~3.6x10° g-mol ™", F Ak, B FAAAEIL T 61c~61e
TE MAO FEHI T &4 B A6 PR R, 72 50°C T i
b AR R AT LA £ XE UHMWPE 5 s k-
Vi [ SNN ] = 35 iAoz 1) B Ak 7] 62, il 5| A K
A BHANE L T SE A T AP 856 % . AL 62¢
62d 7£ AMPa ZJ7HE T T Il #8543 T34 1.3x10°
~1.6x10° g-mol ' Y XUE UHMWPE"™ |
2.1.4 H:T[ OONN | MU 2 &AL 7

2019 4F, Li 25 PV HAE T [ OONN ] Bk fi AL 71
63(X(18)), fli Fl MAO 1E Jy Bh AL 5, 76 30 ~
50 °C Ffigfg il 443 F i 3. 0x10°g - mol ' Y dis-
UHMWPE, R&IRES & FE T RE0 AR5,

1AL 63b iF fEfEAL 2 M/ 1-3E s L B 12t 4%

ST EHEEIS L 8X106g mol ™' F i 1 4 F 3t
Y.,
2020 4F, Oleynik 5% 3R B T — R 40 & 1A
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Ro

R

e
@ \\\a Ry ='Bu, Ry =H
oCI CI /@ TC'z b: Ry =Bu, Ry = M
\L ¢:Ry="Bu, Ry =

d: Ry =Bu, Ry =
b R=F e: Ry = CMey(Ph) Ry =
f: Ry = CMe,(Ph) R, = Me
R g: Ry = CMe,(Ph), R, =OMe
2

63aRH

h: R; = CMe,(Ph),

A0 Bu
(0]
Lot ﬂé ol )
N/ N/TI\N
bed a4 ”“e%@

%B@ﬁ%%ﬂﬂﬁ:%{tﬁﬂﬁwﬁu 64 65 (=
(18)) . MmN BRI AL T 64 TG PEEE &, I
HABEARIR (40°C) il &4 F &84 0. 7x10° ~
4.1x10° g-mol ™' dis-UHMWPE , 7~ [ g B A {5k
YRG5 3%, Y R, N Bu B
PEf i, R, 8 CMe, (Ph) BPARTH YRG5+ =
HE.

Wang 45 JRAE T —Ff o 4 35 0 e A A Ak 551
66( X (18)) , TERCAR B R LRI 5 | ABUT FE b
SBT3 e
SN B[] il gl B BRI AR A% 5 A AT R 43 F
UHMWPE , H4r 780 1. 7x10° ~7. 1x10° g-mol ™',

2023 4, Bodkhe 551 fl T —Fp I SR
FREk AL 7] 67 (X (18) ), A ek M F L 48 A &
(MMAO) 2 Bl 0], 4 Ak & 95 35 5 AT il 48 2 ¥
oM 2.5%10°-mol ™' 1Y dis-UHMWPE

Li S0 HGH T — FR A X R - U 46 DY B
BCAR AR A AL 7] 68 (20 (18)) , WF5E T A [W] Bl i
fEfk % (d-MAO . MAO/BHT , Al'Bu,/([ Ph,C][ B
(CeFs), 1) TRIRGAT R, 25 A I A F T
IR SR AL 68c ~ 68g H 45 1) UHMWPE
I3 1.2%10°~3. 7x10° g-mol ™',

Lan %578 T — R ACIROBU DY 15 28 4R
TRk AL 77 69 (2 (19)), L MAO H B fiEfk

#,25°C T Ak & @ ¥ B i 5 1) UHMWPE 43+

R, 5X106g mol ™, I H R G 16 M & T k%
AL,
/é\: HN_<—\ /—>—NH 'Elll\

CI/T' (19)

\?1 HN‘g(—/ ;>7NH N
ot

Ry

s .y

o N
O ﬁ R1='Bu, Ry =H
T'C'z N™ b: Ry ='Bu, Ry = Me
/( \©\ c: Ry ='Bu, Ry = OMe
\ \ d: Ry ='Bu, R, ='Bu
e: Ry = CMey(Ph) Rp = H
f: Ry = CMe,(Ph) ,R, = Me
= Ro g Ry = CMey(Ph), R, =OMe (18)
Ry ='Bu(Ph) 65 h: Ry = CMe,(Ph), R, = ‘Bu(Ph)
1 2! 2
t
a:Ry= Rz ='Bu
b: Ry =Ry = Cumyl
c: Ry =R, = CPh,Me
R7 \ N’ d: Ry = CPh3, R, =Bu
c CI e: Ry = CPhs, R, = Cumyl

f: Ry = CPhg, Rp = CPhoMe
g: Ry =Ry =CPhs

2.1.5  HAPR AR A E AL

2018 4, Spronck %% §j 3 T 3 T A 4L Y
AL 70 (X (20) ) , 7EARIR (10°C) T HEL S 46
PB4 dis-UHMWPE . ] Mead"™ %0205
BA TR T oMy TR, SR ER,
AT 70a PTG SRR 0, Forh 75% 453 1Y
A F iR 3.2%10°%-mol ™' (D=5.1) ,25% 4 453
BT 6.2x10°g-mol ' (D=10.3) . fiEfk
%1 70b #1145 (9 UHMWPE 2 B /3 4, 22 F i R
2.7%10°g-mol '(D=4.3),

N Py Pr (20)
V‘CI a:R=Me 0= INCl

c” &~ biR='Pr cl Cl
70 71

Zhang 2" 358 i 3 T V-2 35 K 5 (NHC)
U] 71 (20 (20) ) o, NHC BC AR Y AR TR
I LM O RS PR LA s, ]
B FHEIL 1.6x10°%-mol ' HHE T H &
M-SR Y
2.2 HAFBIEREEELFT

2017 4, Barrera SIS IRGE T SR R X
AR ReAEAE ) 72 (K (21)) My, g5 R R
B, /\ e B SORE Si0, 25 1 A4 ke BL 4% ] LA ]
BRSO, B TR TR, RCHERT, BT
UHMWPE 23T 4 3. 5x10°g - mol ™' ; 4 ke FE ke 1
bl ik 80% B, =¥ 4y F i F FEE 1.5%x10°
g+mol ™',

Jin SEUO2UNE B I B TR R R AL TR Ak ) 73
((22)) R EH T Si0, ., ALO,  Zr0, B 5k M
Sio, b, W 3h#l & T UHMWPE/HDPE ( H:
UHMWPE &4 30(wt) % ~42(wt) % ) B XU TR
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AR () 2026 4F 589 % T - 837 -

(21)
V\ \\C r/ i
%O/wbij (22)

N, Hd UHMWPE 20 53 9 i = 43 53k 1. 6%
10°g-mol ™", H HA BhF- i fin T4%

2020 4F, Fiorentino %' 138 T Si0, 2 AY
RS T R U AL R 74 (3R (23) ) BFE T
AR | MR 2% A4 N BN s () X R A B
B2, DI 285 T 43 F it 1. 0% 10°g - mol ™!
() UHMWPE

¥ . (23)

74
2021 4, Gagieva %5 4138 T BAA FIRUZ AL
ARAEH Bk B AR 75 .76 (2N (24)) ,JF H
T MgCl, b, Hl THEAL 295 3 R, s
UHMWPE 2> F 3 A 1. 1x10°~5.9%10° g-mol ™',
KURAMEA T ) 55 T P SR AR R 10 2~ 3 %

Bu Cl CI ‘Bu

m\ﬁt

E \“ rekn|| Ilnker

. cl - ( 24)
F \Q ‘d/m\

By Bu CI o]

76 M=Ti, Zr
linker = (CgF4)2

2024 4F, Ma 4510 % F A% 6 30w, K g
B 15 i B 7K A T S R R A AR R 77 5 R AR Bl
RS- A IE E ST e kA A7) 78 (=X (25) ) L[]
B AE Si0, MgO 5 TiO, b, #1417 HA UGB

75 M=TiZr

P AR R S 00 728 14 RE A9 35 1 AL UHMWPE
A 1.6x10°~5. 1x10° g-mol ™',

X

e
o) N—@ONa Ner N
CI=Ti-Cl AN (25)
o O
‘Bu NaO' ONa
77 ‘Bu 78

3 ENLE£REELFHF UHMWPE
X R AL

HTPA Y 43 0 BT A 5 7 280780 5 4 T e AR )
PIAH 5 A 5 A AR AR, 2R T A I U 4
J@AHEAL ) ) 45 UHMWPE B BIF 90 gk g A4 ok
F, AFEEATIR R EARFE S 8 o0 FL R AL
WA AR 8 2% 5 (A X UHMWPE JE
B S W4Ty AT A 450 5 T P A S5 04 -PERE DG &
Shy BT O b 2 SR A S LA, T4 A
FRFSPERI AR AN 11 2 e A0 7, X AR 35006 R it A7
3.1 PHEadEEEEAFINBMER

PETAH I U 4 S AR A O B AE T RB A
K400 o T 25 BT, B A 4 JE oL R LY
23 [B) A5 F R T-45 4 , AT Wi AR 56
J B-H IR AE P IR AN [ 2 AU i S AH K 3R
BRI E A5 B RAR S AE 5 BEAE N |
HL 280 R 22 4% B [RI R4 T UHMWPE JE B A o
EMEVER, R, A 0 B HoA 3 v 5 24 A0 i
FEFIEAT XS LA (R 1), AR 5 R A&
PEREZ BN TERR R

GG 1 K PSRRI R T LLE I, 7
BEASON | FL 255007 1 22 A% I [) 28007 2% 52 T 35 4 T
o 4 JE A AL ) ) 45 UHMWPE 1 fiE 1) 56 4 [
. IE RG4S rhuc JR % 2 [R) 457 BELE A R
TR BERE R A B-H B, M2 2k i 4 12 T
% dis-UHMWPE BT I ; 3% — FUAL TR % 42 s 1k &
LR 3. de LIRS RIR R T 1Y) 50a,
51 .68c~ 68g Fil 44b I RIIAIL 2500 W]
FELE LA AR O A RS R R RS
TEPER S BLAAE A BERE RS SRR E R, Hor

I I R e BAERAE, AR 6~11 31
40 1 48 FIF AN LTI AT T A — R AR
TR 3 5 (E B A AR L ) ok vy i

ARBE R M AR T S 80 & NI, AL
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Tab.1 Representative homogeneous early transition metal catalysts
B AL 9T e =
et TR mp BT Al I%g:( o ?fo? PR s
Hut B/ , S aAi(D)
h™) g-mol ™)
307 Sc-Se  AFHEMHKE  [PhyCl[B(CeFs),]  40~120 3.6~7.2 1.1~2.8 1.4~2.9 dis-UHMWPE
4el'7 Ti AAA MAO 20 477 1.1 1.8 UHMWPE
5L18] Ti-Ti Wi cGC  [PhyCI[B(CeFs),] 90 12.3 1.0 2.1 e TREILEREY
6~11"] Ti HFRE  [PhyCI[B(CeFs),] 40 0.1~0.5 3.2~7.5 1.2-3.7 dis-UHMWPE
33~4726-31  Tj TR Et; Al, Cl,/Bu, Mg 30~60 0.5~213 1.3~4.4 2.8~9.3 UHMWPE
49038 T B-— Et, AlCI 0~60 0.02~0.1 2.9 132~194 Wi UHMWPE
52041 Hf % [Ph;C][B(CFs)s]  60~80 3.1~4.0 1.4~4.6 1.7~3.6  ¥U& UHMWPE
6014 Ti KGR - MAO 50 81~90 1.4~3.6 1.9~2.1 UHMWPE
630! Ti  AXFK ONNO MAO 30~50 0.1 3.0 2.3 dis-UHMWPE
71160 A EaR 57N S Et; Al Cl, 0.02 1.6 2.3 T RILRY)

ZF Z A% UM RO 2 B0 B A R RE B ) )
B (R RO T BEA BRI
45 e o TR 5 6 i O ) A o2 A R T 08 A
RCPA], anfiEALsR] 3,33 .53 A1 69 2L HUAH
B EAR PRI R m B S A TR B Ak
A SIAHAT I P 5 R AL R ] 5 UHMWPE 591
RESR T AR A — S5 DK T B A
TARACA Z A% DRI L[R2
3.2 GiREENTESBEAFIBHEIKE
SRR Z AR L, f 28R i i I <6 Je A A 7R

AR B B TR I AR AR AR E A i L
RERS AR D) B AR SR T R B — 2D PR TR R O )
SMHCIRERER ST 0, Wi, ke A #H U2
AT I AT BE , T 2 e DR S o
SR oA R AR A SO T R AY B R
LR RS BB IR R (R 2) , T LU I 2 b 1
iR AR A SN 5 1 P R L 5 R 2Z ] A B R] O 2R
H13% 2 n] DL, §7 A 000 S 52 e i O 4 )
HEALR H 2 UHMWPE 1 REF ™ 4 45 14 f) o 2 [A]
R B, BRSSO 2 R T

F2 RREAHBIHTESBEELFT
Tab.2 Representative supported early transition metal catalysts for UHMWPE

X M VT | E=N =N
fiEfe %'I:TE' Hix ?ﬁﬁ )Eﬁ’{cﬁ /( 106% 451’;()??]% h') /( 153 j ril" ) gi%) REPIEHSE
12/13'*) Zw/Cr MAO 4h# Si0, Al'Bu, 50 - 1.9 6.8 W UHMWPE
14121 Ti MAO AbFf MgCl, Al'Bu, 50 - 4.9 2.3 X UHMWPE
1512 Ti AEMRIEREY MAO  25~50 1.5~500 1.2~1.6 1.5~1.7 UHMWPE
17p[24 Ti SMAO MAO  30~90 0.1~3.6 1.4~3.4 - dis-UHMWPE
25021 Cr Sio, MAO 40 0.1 1.5 - UHMWPE
72101] Ti Si0, Al'Bu, 50 0.2 3.5 2.7 UHMWPE
7362 C/V  Si0, Al,0; .70, Al'Bu, 80 2.7 1.6 99.7 W UHMWPE
75/76'%)  Ti/Zr MgCl, MAO  30~50 1.2~6.0 1.1~5.9 - UHMWPE
77/781%1  Ti/Fe Si0, \Mg0 . TiO, AlEt, 30 2.5~15.9 1.6~5.1  3.0~22.4 XU UHMWPE

HAC PR 40 HICDR 285 A0 ] L 2 ) A 85, DT el 78 R 5
Y4y Bk 98 452 i, AL 17b 1
SMAO 8k £/ F A AE M5, 38 0] ) 4% dis-
UHMWPE ; i fi Ak 55 72 0] 2 BH 48 4 3% 1 e S %
O DN 11 SR o SMNS o e s e ol N S =
WK, 3R 4G A UHMWPE $2 4t 74 2084,

1AL 12/13 14 73 LK 77/78 YJui e | o g 3
Uik % N IR 2 NN RS = 10 (395 e i 4 A E0)7))
[E)F4 B0, AT 3R 45 X UHMWPE 5 UHMWPE/
HDPE BUEEERE £ 4, IF3F — 20 Mo A1 i T4k
e A PERE RN ) PERE . A, A ERE AR TE —
FE AR A ) B B AR B A T i TG R RO R
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ez A (930

2026 4F 5 89 % o 7 1] - 839 -

FEPE, WML 19~25 T3k T Si0, Ja AT 34
Oy T TAEAR ] 75 76 T 35 B RUR: 45+ 78
TR NI AR B8 P A 3 il 550 1 I
mTHRER R, BORE , TR U 4 R
LA £ UHMWPE (491 RB AR A IF SR AR g T i
AT E 2 A B TR AR GO 16 M Pt 43k
ARAS B W RSN £ B TR 25 2R

A VML 2 ATLIAE A U 4R AL
% UHMWPE BRI OC 2R AT +E R LT LA
5 TAT e A7 B A0 e 5 2 % 0 ol At R
R C I = N s o VA A R e KM IN Ve i 94
FRIE AT H = A% RN AT i 45
X L4 T v U A AR A 5% 3 5 e T 44k
RN 3 9 T A P A3 EBCTR S RN 28 AR R T A
i, k52 m gy i oy An Ko THERE
P, UHMWPE 119 13 88T 42 il £ I AR i 3 — 5.
1 S P VA SN SR Rl 2 2 Bk R L T
LR ZE R ARk Pk A AR AL R 1 i3, i
BRI IX U2 R 2 B A R Rl 58—, DA SE B
M R ARG R R AN T = A 25
A

4 #hiE

ARk, mirad U 4 JE AL R /E UHMWPE &
BSR4 JE s i LT
Loz (R 25 40, A R T BE 2 1k R B-H IH BRI
N SR T B E TR (>10%g-mol ) T4 E A g4
4589 (dis-UHMWPE) iy o] 5 46 £ , 14h, R &8
PR RNEE 6 4 A Ak 70 0 SEAR B AR 25 4 1 22 4
PSSO EHE  FE o T Al IR R R 53 A
PAPE LRI SR 1, ROk, BTN T A %
£ BRI R S5 T, T & T e T e R i e
PRI ZR |, LATH R Tl 25 oK s J 05 % SR g
P O TAEREDE S (0 dis-UHMWPE f ik 5]
KRS [ g DR i T X R 368 ok BT P v 7 28k
ZMBR G, A LA BRI R I L £ i
UHMWPE, & Z, #i of ¥ 4 & f# 1k 5 & 5
UHMWPE 1E81E 5/ ¥ MEfefae = o T
TR 18 % J# B o UHMWPE (1) 5 S 7 FH 24
FE RS A

5 £ X W
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